
22 March 2006    NOT FOR RELEASE, PUBLICATION, OR DISTRIBUTION IN, INTO OR FROM THE USA, AUSTRALIA, CANADA OR JAPAN                                       Merger Update Merger Update Merger Update Merger Update       Alliance UniChem and Boots note that Celesio yesterday filed with the  Competition Appeal Tribunal an application for review of the OFT's conditional  clearance decision of 6 February 2006 in relation to the anticipated acquisition  by Boots of Alliance UniChem.    The two companies intend to seek permission to intervene formally in the  proceedings in support of the Office of Fair Trading. Both companies remain  confident of a satisfactory outcome to the regulatory review process.      For further enquiries, please contact:    Boots Tel:                                                  +44 (0) 115 950 6111  Chris Laud (Investor Relations)  Donal McCabe (Media)    Finsbury Tel:                                               +44 (0) 20 7251 3801  James Murgatroyd  Alice MacAndrew    



Alliance UniChem Tel:                                       +44 (0) 1932 870 550  George Fairweather  Gerald Gradwell    Gavin Anderson Tel:                                         +44 (0) 20 7554 1400  Richard Constant  Deborah Walter  
 


